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Autonomous ‘Personal Learning Networks’ for Language Teachers (APLaNet)
Please return this form and document to: joel_josephson@kindersite.org
Dear friends

Thank you for your interest in joining our aPLaNet project as an Associate partner (see below for a description). We believe that this is a challenging and innovative project that will make a difference to how language educators will use the motivating and interesting resources being shared on the Internet that help students learn languages with more interest and better results. 
Every one involved as an Associate partner will receive a 'Professional development e-Certificate' signed by the coordinator as evidence of their inclusion and role in an European Union funded education project.
About the Project

The APLaNet project will be showing and helping language educators how to join existing Personal Learning Networks (PLN) – see below, and use their own Personal Learning Networks (PLN) on existing social networks. The project will show you how to join and use the language learning resources that are daily being created, shared, tested and talked about.

Using a PLN language educators will be able to find their way through the jungle of ICT resources on the net and find language teachers, just like themselves, that will help them use the resources.
What is a Personal Learning Network (PLN)?

A PLN is like a language teachers staff room and a supportive educational authority in one. It is a global community of language educators, just like you, that have come together to support and help each other improve and update their language teaching by using and sharing the resources that are constantly being developed on the Internet.

You can ask questions, get answers, and when you feel comfortable, even share your ideas and experience. 

A PLN is your personal global friend in education.

Partners

We are asking for two types of Associate Partners.
1. Language teachers / schools - to pilot and engage with the project and try out the project mentoring system (Piloting)

2. Existing users of PLNs
a. Educators that are using Social networks for language education, you can be from anywhere on the planet (Expert)
b. Educators that would be comfortable in mentoring Newbies

c. Educators (possibly associations, authorities) with wide-scale dissemination networks (Expert)
Below we detail the tasks we will be asking for your help with. You can indicate in the message box any particular needs, limits or requirements. 

Please complete fully

	Name of organisation
	Type of institution
	City
	Country

	
	
	
	

	Comments (if you wish):


Your details (for communication)
	Role in the project – Users or Piloting – you can be both :
	

	Your name :
	
	
	

	Email : 
	
	Email again:
	

	Address 1:
	
	
	

	Address 2:
	
	
	

	City :
	
	Postcode:
	

	Country: 
	
	
	

	Phone:
	
	(Skype, I.M.):
	

	Website:
	
	
	

	Institution name:
	
	
	

	Address 1:
	
	
	

	Address 2:
	
	
	

	City
	
	Postcode:
	

	Country
	
	
	

	Name of director 
	
	
	

	Email :
	
	Website:
	


Please return this form and document to: joel_josephson@kindersite.org
Piloting teachers (within Europe Only – rules of the projects)
Piloting resources

Piloting teachers will be asked to try out resources in your language classes that are made available by the project. 
You will be asked to complete pre- and post questionnaires. Complete a teacher diary and a short case-study 
Each resource supplied for piloting will include teacher guides and a partner will be available for online support.
Introduced to social networks and building a Personal learning network

Piloting teachers can also volunteer to try out the social networks and build their own PLN. You will be introduced to the social networks and use the mentoring system of the project. You will be asked to complete a critical questionnaire on the process and if it worked for you.
Existing Users (Globally based)
Dissemination 

Specialist associate partner that has a wide-network that can help in disseminating the project to language educators in Europe.
Resource supply

Users will supply resources (according to a requirement template) in a format that will be decided during the project.

Mentoring

You will mentor new language teachers (Newbies) on using social networks and Twitter. You can initially indicate the number of Newbies you are prepared to help . This could include an initial skype or similar session to setup, with a familiarization session to run through of the tools. 
You will continue answering Newbies requests BUT if the load becomes too much can pass questions on to the project team. 
You will be supported by a number of videos, teacher guides, examples of resource usage, case studies etc that the project will produce. You will be asked to join an online session run by the partnership to familiarize yourself with the resources for mentoring. 
What is an Associate partner?

An Associate partner to a European Union multilateral funded education project is an educator that is involved in a limited and clearly defined way with the project. An Associate partner does not receive any funding and volunteers to carry out clearly defined tasks and may not be responsible for core activities of the project (e.g. management, coordination, leader of a work group etc.).
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